SETTING RICHMOND HASH HOUSE HARRIERS TRAILS FOR DUMMIES…..UM… FOR HALF MINDS





By no means do I think I am an expert, but I have set my 87th Richmond Hash House Harriers Trail and my 7th Titanic Memorial Full Moon Hash House Harriers. Plus, I learned from the master (no I am not Grasshopper), Big Bird, about 8 years ago. Setting Trail is quite easy, so try! We’ll let you know if we want you to do it again!





Chapter 1	The On After





Yes, this is the first thing to decide when setting Trail. I am not being a Jerry’s Kid and writing this backwards. The On After is where everyone has fun and should socialize (not during the Circle!).





The On After should be easy to locate. Hopefully it will be cheap. $5 for everyone to pay is good. If you go to a restaurant and people order off the menu, it is difficult to collect money and make sure you have enough (Sorry Carolina Trash!). Ordering cheap pizza and beer is good. If the bill is $50 with tip and 10 people are there, everyone chips in $5. Cooking at ones house is good but difficult to figure out how many people will be there and how much to cook. If you do the On After at home, keep track of your expenses and divide them by the number of people that are there. REMEMBER TO ALSO BUY BEER and count that as your expenses. The Hash Cooler is not for the On After.





You can do special things at the On After like a pool party, sing karaoke, go salsa dancing, etc. Be creative! That is what wins the Best On After Award at the AGM.





Chapter 2	The Start





Now figure out a place to begin the Hash which hopefully will be within a few miles from the On After. The start should hopefully not be too far out of the center of Richmond (which is? How about the Diamond Baseball field. Most people live in the fan, so that is a good reference). Twenty to thirty minutes away from the center and you may have a small crowd, especially on a Wednesday night (on Sunday people have more time to travel).





A lot of parking space is good and for it to have a hidden area to do the Circle would be ideal as well. Traveling to the On After to do the Circle is OK (if at someone’s house and not inside a bar), but you may lose some Hashers who need to go home. 





Chapter 3	The Materials





A 5 lb bag of flour should be enough to set a 3 mile Trail. Go ahead and get 2 bags though. FLOUR IS NOT EXPENSIVE (Sorry Rear Entry)! You can also use chalk and toilet paper (good for marking in shiggy = woods). When it rains, strips of paper are good. You can also use carpenter’s chalk, cereal, wood chips, etc. Heck, one half mind (OK, quarter mind) used his cut hair (You are sorry, Jerry’s Kid). WHATEVER YOU USE, just make sure it is easy to see. Little one strands of tinsel is not suggested (Sorry Rambo). As Hare, you must also supply the beverage for the Beverage Check (BN). Usually the Beverage is Beer, so for the Beer Check. You can also have Hurricanes, Pina Colada’s, Glug, Red Headed Sluts (or other shooters), etc. Also have some water for our non drinking Hashers! Some people even buy chips or even cheese and crackers for the stop.





Whatever you buy for the Trail comes out of your own pocket! The Hash does not reimburse. You buy the flour, beer, and other things. You do not have to pay the $5 (or whatever the fees is) for the Hash though. (If you hare a special event like the AGM, you will get reimbursed for the Materials, but you have to pay the Hash fee. Why is this different? Usually a Hash will have 10 to 20 people. So normally a Beer Check should have a case of Beer and some water. If you do not have enough at the Beer Check, you will hear about it(Sorry Oral and Squirt & Hurl)! Since the AGM usually has 30 to 40, a little extra Beer (a pony keg?) may be needed, so we have the Hash pay for all of this and the Hares pay the same fee as everyone else did). So if you have more than one Hare, you all split the costs. You can also have more than one Beer Check. Some Hashes have had 5 or more!


 


Summary list for setting Trail:


Two 5 lb bags of flour	   1 piece of chalk (optional)		1 Roll of Toilet paper (optional)


24 Beers (per Beer Check)    6 Bottles of water (per Beer Check)	Ice	


Big Garbage bag (to put Beer and ice in for Beer Check)





Chapter 4	The Trail





OK, you have figured out where the after party is going to be, found a good starting place nearby, and went to the store and bought all your goodies. Now comes the hard part! First some definitions:





Dead Hare - Trail set before the Hash arrives to the start. What we normally do.





Live Hare - Hare sets Trail as Hash tries to catch them. Everyone gathers, the Hare leaves to set Trail, the Hash waits 12 minutes and then begins to walk on Trail. 3 minutes later (at the 15 minute mark) and everyone can run and try to Snare the Hare.





A to A - Trail starts and ends at the same spot.





A to B - Trail starts and ends at different spots. Usually done with Live Hares so the pack has no idea where the Trail goes. This can be a hassle since a caravan must be used to get everyone back to their cars either before or after the Circle and can take some time.





Fatboy Hash or Hangover Hash - a short Trail usually less than a mile (Sorry I-Feel Tower). Most people walk the whole Trail. Some say a Trail that is less than a mile does not need a beverage check, so this Trail may not have one. Better have one or some people may never leave the start!





Themed Hash - usually people dress a little different for this or something else about the Hash may be different. Red Dress, Halloween Hash, Wear Your Favorite Hat, etc are some examples.





Renegade Hash or Contra Hash - Hash not “sanctioned” by the Richmond Hash. Thus the Richmond Hash Cash and Beer Cooler are not used for this Hash. All Beer and money collecting is the responsibility of the Hares. (For more information, see Everything You Wanted to Know about Haring The Titanic Memorial Full Moon Hash House Harriers But Were Afraid to Ask.)





OK, those are some definitions. I may have forgotten some, but they are the big ones, I think. Just remember that Richmond does Dead Hare A to A Trails about 99% of the time.





Now some markings:





* - this is a plop of flour. This is the standard marking on the street, path, or side of a tree. One marking means this is part of the Trail that someone should be on. On a road, some people may always put it on the left side so you are facing traffic. When using chalk, one little line may be used. With toilet paper, a strand hanging from a branch may also be used. The more plops the better. The Hash should be able to do the whole Trail without the Hare giving help. Some Hares have set Trail but then not do it with the Hash! (Sorry Looseal)





O - this is a Check or Intersection or InHerSexShun, as I like to call them. A circle is drawn with the chalk or flour. Here Trail can go off in any direction. Some people do special Checks. A circle with a dot in it is a Titt Check where a woman has to be there before anyone can continue on Trail. A Circle with a Hashers name is a Hasher check. You must wait for that person before continuing. There have been pharmacist checks, double titt checks, etc. A plop from the Intersection should be at least 20 yards from the Check. In a street grid like in the Fan, put a mark before the next block, otherwise some will assume a False Trail since no markings were spotted. Some people will say you can do it 500 feet or something. Keep it simple and just put it in sight. A well marked Trail where no one gets lost will always have markings in view from the current one you are on. As Hashers check Trail, they will spot a plop and yell “on one” at the next one “on two” etc. When the Hasher thinks he is on True Trail, he will yell “On On”. Sometimes a false Trail can be “On Twelve”, so you have to think before you can yell “On On”. When one yells “On On” others will follow. Learn who not to follow (Sorry Dicksicle). People waiting at the Intersection will yell “R U?” to figure out which way Trail goes. Hashers searching will yell back “Looking,” “On One,” “On Two,” “False Trail,” and “On On,” for example. Someone should mark the intersection pointing the way to True Trail for those who are a little slower on Trail. Marking can be done with Chalk or a branch (Not It’s Twue It’s Twue. Sorry). NEVER DO AN INTERSECTION OR CHECK ON A FALSE TRAIL! (Sorry Quack Whacker and It’s Twue It’s Twue.)





*** - three plops of flour mark a false trail. This lets people know they have to go back to the Check. If you do only 2 plops of flour from the Check and nothing else, you do not need to mark the False Trail. Three lines can also be used or BT for Bad Trail or YBF for You’ve Been *ucked. AGAIN, NEVER do an Intersection on a False Trail (Sorry Quack Whacker).





X # - an X with a number tells people to go back (called a Back Check) the number of plops you put by the X. This should only be done on a True Trail and should never go back to an Intersection. A Back Check 69 on your 69th Trail is always fun! A Back Check 117 is not (Sorry Oomph There It Is).





-|||->  - an arrow with three lines marks True Trail. Only the Hare can use this marking, not Hashers on Trail. An arrow with no lines can also be used especially by Hashers on Trail. An arrow tells you which way to go, but it may not be the True Trail way (if a Back Check is ahead), unless the three lines are used. Use arrows when Trail has been going straight for some time and you decide to take a 90 degree turn. Otherwise most Hashers will continue straight.





BN - Beer Near! Or Beverage Near! Make sure there is enough drinks for all! (See Materials List)





BC - Be Careful. Not Beer Check! (Sorry Phantom Pooftah) Usually done when the Trail crosses a street. BVC or Be Very Careful is done the second time and BVFC or Be Very *ucking Careful is for the third. Some like to use “!” in a Triangle but that is a Pennsylvania thing! (Sorry Comatoes) 





On In - Trail is over and everyone can go On In to start the Circle





Others - there have MAP or Clue markings where you need to find a map or clue, Song Checks, etc. On Themed Hashes you may have other markings.





Now you know all the markings.





Chapter 5	Putting It All Together





You sign up to Hare with the Trail Master a few weeks in advance. You pick the On After and where you will start the Hash. A week before the Trail or sooner, you send directions to the On Sex Editor to put on the Handouts. You send to the Phone Sex so it will be on the hotline. You send to the E-mail guy so he can send it out with the e-mail announcements and then our Cyber Sex puts it on the web. You include directions to the start. The directions should have a major highway on it in case hashers from afar will be traveling to the Hash (I-95 or I-64 will do).





Go by the store and get your flour at the least. If you think it may rain, shred some paper and mix it with the flour (or Kool-Aid is good!). A few hours before Trail, start setting Trail (It takes me about 1 hour to do a 3 mile Trail). Set the Trail a few days before the Hash and the markings may be gone!





Go and Have Fun Haring!!! (HARE ONCE EVERY 10 TIMES YOU HASH!!!)		


On On May U Live 2 See The Dawn


Jerry’s Kid 	Religious Advisor Richmond H3 and Titanic Memorial Full Moon H3


